TO MISS ARNOLD,                        421
esting object on. the lawn. The Pains Hill cork-
tree has not lost a branch, but a great cedar near
it, which probably you do not remember, has suf-
fered more than any cedar in the place, and the
ruin is really a grand sight to see, the trunk and
boughs of big cedars are so vast and impressive.
We have had very hard frost. I fancy you seldom
have it so cold in Westmorland. It was at 12 on
the lawn yesterday. Both that day and the day
before the trees were more beautiful with rime
than I have ever seen them. The Pains Hill lake
and woods were a sight. I wished for you. The
skating was good, and I still skate, though with a
good deal of reluctance to try figures or skating
backwards. Now we have a thaw, and I only hope
it may continue, and not turn to snow. Travelling
has been horrible, and I rejoice daily that I have
not to go up and down to London. The Dicks
leave us to-day; it has been very pleasant having
them. The skating has been a great delight to him,
and he is, and always has been, very fond of his
home and its goings on. I send you the telegram
we had from Lucy on Christmas Day, and one or
two other letters. All may burn, unless you like
to keep Goschen as an autograph. I declined the
speech, and to-day have another letter from him
urging me again. His last sentence makes nle
think he is going to take office; we shall know
to-morrow.1 I am sure Lord Hartington's taking
it would have led to intrigues and to a wearing
1 The Right Hon. G. J. Gosehen succeeded Lord Randolph
Churchill as Cbancellor of the Exchequer, January 3,1887.